University of Montana

ScholarWorks at University of Montana
University of Montana Course Syllabi, 2021-2025
Spring 2-1-2022

PSYX 348.01: Psychology of Family Violence
Morgan C. Bowlen
University of Montana, Missoula, morgan.bowlen@umontana.edu

Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarworks.umt.edu/syllabi2021-2025

Let us know how access to this document benefits you.
Recommended Citation
Bowlen, Morgan C., "PSYX 348.01: Psychology of Family Violence" (2022). University of Montana Course
Syllabi, 2021-2025. 752.
https://scholarworks.umt.edu/syllabi2021-2025/752

This Syllabus is brought to you for free and open access by ScholarWorks at University of Montana. It has been
accepted for inclusion in University of Montana Course Syllabi, 2021-2025 by an authorized administrator of
ScholarWorks at University of Montana. For more information, please contact scholarworks@mso.umt.edu.

Psychology 348 Syllabus
Psychology of Family Violence
Spring Semester 2022
Instructor Contact Information
Name: Molly Bowlen, M.A.
Email: morgan.bowlen@umontana.edu
Office Hours: By appointment
General Course Information
Class Days/Time: Tuesdays and Thursdays from 11:00am to 12:20pm
Classroom: Chemistry Building, Room 123
Prerequisites
Introduction to Psychology (PSYX 100)
Recommended: Psychological Statistics (PSYX 220) and Abnormal Psychology (PSYX 330)
Required Text
Miller-Perrin, C.L., Perrin, R.D. & Renzetti, C. M. (2020). Violence and maltreatment in
intimate relationships. Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage Publications, Inc.
Teaching Philosophy
There are as many ways of teaching this course as there are instructors. Accordingly, I teach with
a certain set of biases and assumptions that it is important to make clear. First, I am biased
toward scientific explanations of human behavior, those that are grounded in both theory and
data, and I will focus primarily on these explanations throughout the course. Second, I have a
bias in favor of processing the more controversial material though healthy class discussions.
Therefore, throughout the course I will present material that may trigger certain personal
opinions in each of you. I expect these discussions to be respectful, healthy, and open to
everyone. I will facilitate your learning of the material in class, via email, and in office hours if
needed. Finally, I believe that students learn best through active engagement with the material.
This is reflected in the fact that I supplement material from your text with film clips, case
studies, anecdotes, and additional readings, and I request in-class discussion.
Disability Modifications
The University of Montana assures equal access to instruction through collaboration between
students with disabilities, instructors, and the Office for Disability Equity. If you think you may
have a disability adversely affecting your academic performance, and you have not already
registered with the Office for Disability Equity, please contact the Office for Disability Equity in
Lommasson Center 154 or call 406.243.2243. I will work with you and the Office for Disability
Equity to provide an appropriate modification.

Academic Misconduct
All students must practice academic honesty. Academic misconduct is subject to an academic
penalty by the course instructor and/or a disciplinary sanction by the University. All students
need to be familiar with the University of Montana’s Student Conduct Code.
Course Description
This course will explore the theoretical explanations for the presence of violence in American
families, as well as cover research and interventions in the areas of child physical and sexual
abuse, child neglect and maltreatment, battering of women, intimate partner violence, and elder
abuse.
Objectives
This course is designed to increase students’ understanding of psychology of family violence as
it occurs in our society. In doing so we will explore theory and research that seeks to explain its
occurrence. We will also briefly explore the interventions for each problem area. The course will
be taught in a combination of lecture format and small group discussion. Throughout the course
we will be discussing and viewing very sensitive material that pertains to family violence. This
may be difficult to hear or watch. It is imperative to evaluate whether or not you are prepared to
participate in this class. Although you might feel prepared to take this course, the sensitive nature
of the material might be overwhelming at times. Please contact me outside of class if this is the
case, and we can discuss your needs. This course is not designed to replace personal therapeutic
work. Finally, many topics about which individuals tend to feel very passionate will be discussed
throughout the course of the semester. I ask that you remain respectful of others’ opinions, even
if they do not match your own or are controversial. I also ask that discussion be focused on the
scientific information we are learning in class, not simply opinion, and overly personal
information should not be relayed in class discussions.
Grading and Evaluation
Exams
There will be two in-class exams and one final exam (which is cumulative). Each exam is worth
100 points. Exams will include multiple choice and short answer questions and will include both
lecture material and required readings. Details for each test will be discussed in class prior to the
exam as well as in a post on Moodle. You are responsible for bringing a #2 pencil and an NCS
Scantron Sheet 50/50 form to each exam (available at the bookstore). Exams will not be curved,
however overall course grades will be based on the highest score in the class. Questions about
exam grades should be raised within one week of receiving the exam grade. The in-class exams
will be given on March 1st and April 19th. The final exam is scheduled on Friday, May 13 from
8:00-10:00am . You are expected to take the exams on the scheduled dates. If you have an
unavoidable conflict with one of the exams, please speak with me prior to the exam to schedule a
make-up exam. If you are sick on the day of exam, you must provide medical documentation in
order to take a make-up.
Reflection Journal
Throughout the semester, you will be asked to keep a journal, where you can reflect on various
aspects of the course. Each week (with the exception of exam weeks), I will post a reflection

assignment. Although these assignments will vary, each reflection will provide an opportunity
for you to think more deeply about a topic and express your thoughts and feelings in writing.
Journal entries can be handwritten or typed, and will be collected at various points throughout
the semester. Reflections must be submitted on or before the collection date to be graded. Late
reflections will not be accepted. Each reflection is worth 10 points. There will be 11 reflection
assignments in total. Your top 10 reflection scores will be counted toward your final course
grade, for a total of 100 points.
Paper
You will be required to complete one short (3-5 page) writing assignment, which you can choose
from an assortment of formats. Some possible assignments include: reviewing a research paper,
popular film, or book related to an area of family violence, a critical analysis of current policies
designed to address various aspects of family violence, designing a new prevention or
intervention approach for reducing child maltreatment or intimate partner violence, etc. Papers
must be well-written and complete, using APA format. Papers are worth 50 points, and grading
will depend on both writing style (i.e. grammar, organization) and content. All papers are due by
the end of class on Thursday, April 28th. Late papers will lose 5 points per day they are late,
beginning after class ends on 4/28.
Grading
Points toward the final grade will be counted as follows:
•

In-class Exam 1: 100 points

•

In-class Exam 2: 100 points

•

Final Exam: 100 points

•

Reflection Journal: 100 points

•

Paper Assignment: 50 points

•

Total Overall: 450 points

Course grades will be based on total points earned at the end of the semester out of a possible
450 points. Your letter grade will be determined in the following way: your 3 exam grades, your
top 10 reflection grades, and your paper grade will be added together to determine your point
total for the course. Your point total will be divided by the highest total score attained by any
student in the class. The student(s) with the highest total score will receive a grade of 100%. All
other students will receive a percentage grade based upon this highest score, and the following
scale will be applied:
•

90-100% = A

•

80-89% = B

•

70-79% = C

•

60-69% = D

•

Below 60% = F

A Few More Things
1. I reserve the right to make any necessary changes or accommodations to this syllabus
throughout the course. You will be notified during class of any changes. However, if you
miss class, it is your responsibility to gain any information regarding changes.
2. If any relevant or important information arises between classes I will attempt to contact
the entire class through the University of Montana email.
3. Please feel free to email me about any questions, comments, or concerns you are having
about the course.
4. Much of this class presents information that I would provide a “trigger warning” for in
other courses. However, because the nature of this topic means that all the information
could be potentially triggering, I ask that you seriously consider if it is healthy for you to
take this class at this time. If there is one chapter or day you know may trigger you, we
can set up an alternate assignment or way to get credit for that day. However, please note
this is information you will still need to review in the text, as it will be included on the
exams. Practice good self-care!
5. If you do miss class, you are responsible for figuring out what you missed and need to
make up, have a classmate’s number!
6. The topic and workload for this class is intense. If you are not able to dedicate the time to
attend and study outside of class, this is not the class for you. Be prepared, if you do the
work, you can be successful!
7. There will be a Moodle shell for the course, but it may be different than what you have
had in other courses. Lecture slides will be posted in advance so you can follow along
while I lecture.
Calendar of Lectures and Due Dates
Date
Tuesday, January 18
Thursday, January 20
Tuesday, January 25
Thursday, January 27
Tuesday, February 1
Thursday, February 3
Tuesday, February 8
Thursday, February 10
Tuesday, February 15
Thursday, February 17
Tuesday, February 22
Thursday, February 24
Tuesday, March 1

Lecture Topic
Syllabus and introduction
Overview, History and
Definitions of Family
Violence
No Class
Methods and Perspectives
Methods and Perspectives
Child Physical Abuse
Child Physical Abuse
Child Psychological
Maltreatment
Child Psychological
Maltreatment
IPV: Perpetrators
IPV: Perpetrators
Exam Review
Exam 1

Reading Due
Chapter 1

Chapter 2
Chapter 3
Chapter 6

Chapter 9

Date
Thursday, March 3
Tuesday, March 8
Thursday, March 10
Tuesday, March 15
Thursday, March 17
March 21-March 25
Tuesday, March 29

Lecture Topic
IPV: Survivors
IPV: Survivors
IPV: Survivors
Dating Aggression
Dating Aggression
No Class: Spring Break
IPV: Understudied
Populations
Thursday, March 31
Child Sexual Abuse
Tuesday, April 5
Child Sexual Abuse
Thursday, April 7
Exam Review
Tuesday, April 19
Exam 2
Thursday, April 21
Child Neglect
Tuesday, April 26
Child Neglect
Thursday, April 28
Societal Responses; Paper
Assignment Due
Tuesday, May 3
Catch up and Course Wrap Up
Thursday, May 5
Final Exam Review
Friday, May 13, 8:00-10:00am Final Exam

Reading Due
Chapter 8
Chapter 7
Chapter 10
Chapter 4

Chapter 5
Chapter 11

